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February 9th  

Monthly Business 

Meeting 

GUEST SPEAKER: Dan Lovern 

Risk Advisor  

with Campbell Insurance 

 

TOPIC: "Commercial Insurance  

Doesn't Have to be Complicated!" 

 
Market on Main 

535 Main Ave SW 
Hickory, NC  28602 

Join us for Social Hour at 5:30 
 

Dinner will be served at 6:30 
 

 

 

PLEASE REGISTER/RSVP NO LATER 

THAN TUESDAY, February 7th! 
 

Register online at : 

www.pcea-catawbavalley.org 

 
 

 

 

Professional 
Construction Estimators 
Association 
Catawba Valley Chapter 

PCEA-Catawba Valley Chapter 
PO Box 547 
Hickory, NC  28603 
www.pcea-catawbavalley.org 
 
Email: info@pcea-
catawbavalley@charter.org 
 

  
CATAWBA VALLEY 

NEWSLETTER 



 

HEALTH & HAPPINESS 

 
 

 

 

Please send any Health & Happiness to  

Melissa Swanson,  

Melissa.swanson@rmcc.com 

 

Please share your opinion of an early afternoon Monthly 

Business Meeting as we begin the New Year. We 

continue to struggle with member attendance at our 

Monthly Business Meetings & are exploring ideas to get a 

larger turnout.   

Send opinions/thoughts to  

info@pcea-catawbavalley.org  

 

 

 

  

UPCOMING PCEA 

EVENTS 

February 9th—

Monthly Business 

Meeting 

March 9th—

Monthly Business 

Meeting 

April 13th –

Monthly Business 

Meeting 
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How Trump has Impacted the Construction Industry So Far 

How Trump has Impacted the Construction Industry So Far 

Article written by Kim  Slowey on Construction Dive, found on line  

It's been less than two weeks since President Donald Trump's inauguration, but he has 

fulfilled his campaign promises of shaking up the political world. The ink is not yet dry 

on several of his executive orders and other memoranda that have turned immigration, 

national security and infrastructure into coast-to-coast topics of conversation and fiery 

debate. 

The construction industry-related directives that have elicited the strongest reaction from 

the general public are those giving a push to U.S.-Mexico border wall construction as 

well as two controversial pipeline projects — the Dakota Access and the Keystone XL. 

However, other moves by the Trump administration, including an order to fast-track 

future projects and the compilation of a list of infrastructure needs across the U.S., have 

the potential to significantly impact the construction industry going forward. 

Planning to build the wall 

In the first order, the president called for federal authorities to immediately get to work 

on the design and construction of "a physical wall along the southern border, using 

appropriate materials and technology to most effectively achieve complete operational 

control of the southern border." 

While the wall is only in its planning phase, House Republicans have authored a bill that 

would allocate $12 billion to $15 billion for construction. However, according to New 

America Foundation fellow Konstantin Kakaes, who conducted an estimate of the wall's 

price tag based on Trump's descriptions, the cost for the project could reach $40 billion, 

with $27 billion in labor costs alone. 

No funding mechanism has been established to pay for wall construction yet, but the 

possibility of a 20% import tax has been floated by the administration and Republicans.  

Industry groups like the Associated Builders and Contractors of America are hesitant to 

comment on wall construction plans as there are no details yet beyond the presidential 

announcement, but ABC’s Vice President of Regulatory, Labor and State Affairs Ben 

Brubeck told Construction Dive that one of the organization's top priorities would be to 

ensure that any new federal projects — related to the wall or not, — are bid in a way that 

would allow all interested and qualified contractors to compete on a level playing field. 

Although immigration is a politically controversial, potentially divisive issue, no doubt 

many contractors will line up to participate. "Assuming the details in the request for 

proposal are appropriate and offer an opportunity for a reasonable margin, it is safe to 

assume a number of our firms will want to bid on any new physical barrier along the U.S. 

Mexico border," said Brian Turmail, senior executive director of public affairs for the 

Associated General Contractors of America. 

The Army Corps of Engineers usually administers construction work for the Department 

of Homeland Security’s Customs and Border Protection agency, and the organization 

plans to meet with Army Corps officials at the AGC's 2017 Federal Contractors 

Conference in May to discuss the project, according to Jimmy Christianson, regulatory 

counsel for the AGC. 

Accelerating pipeline projects 

The pipeline projects could come with an extra boost for manufacturing as well. Along 

with directing the operators of the XL project to reapply for approval and urging the 

secretary of the Army to give the Dakota pipeline the once-over before a quick approval 

http://www.constructiondive.com/news/trump-set-to-order-construction-of-mexican-border-wall/434723/
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/trump-aims-to-revive-keystone-xl-dakota-access-pipelines/434732/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/01/25/executive-order-border-security-and-immigration-enforcement-improvements
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/trump-considers-import-tax-to-pay-for-mexico-border-wall/434951/
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/mit-trumps-border-wall-would-actually-cost-40b/428700/
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/trump-considers-import-tax-to-pay-for-mexico-border-wall/434951/
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/trump-aims-to-revive-keystone-xl-dakota-access-pipelines/434732/
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/trump-aims-to-revive-keystone-xl-dakota-access-pipelines/434732/


despite local Native American protests over the danger it could pose to their water 

supply, Trump also mandated that all pipeline project steel be manufactured in the U.S. 

 

"The construction jobs created by the indirect impact of the pipelines — hotels, schools, 

manufacturing facilities — will create opportunities for the entire industry." 

Ben Brubeck, Vice president of regulatory, labor and state affairs for the Associated 

Builders and Contractors 

 

This move could be good news for U.S. steel manufacturers, but the AGC previously has 

come out against any regulation that forces American companies to limit their purchasing 

choices in the global marketplace. 

As to this latest directive concerning pipeline construction, Brubeck indicated a mixed 

bag for the ABC. "The voluntary project labor agreement attached to the Keystone XL 

pipeline means that most direct construction jobs related to the project will go to union 

construction workers," he said. "However, the construction jobs created by the indirect 

impact of the pipelines — hotels, schools, manufacturing facilities — will create 

opportunities for the entire industry." 

Expediting project review and focusing on urgent infrastructure needs 

Another new executive order that is likely to be one of the most popular in the 

construction industry orders federal agencies to streamline and expedite environmental 

reviews on "high priority" infrastructure projects.  

"As a group that has long pushed for streamlining our environmental review process, we 

are encouraged by the president’s efforts to accelerate federal reviews," Turmail said. 

"We have long maintained that federal officials can ask tough questions, demand hard 

answers and make difficult decisions without having to spend years doing so." 

Christianson said it is up to the White House Council on Environmental Quality to work 

out the details of implementation but that the process "will likely take CEQ a number of 

months or longer," as Trump has yet to appoint a CEQ head. 

While not a directive or memoranda, perhaps the most compelling piece of evidence that 

the new administration is preparing to get started on significant infrastructure needs was 

its preparation of a list of 50 high-priority, "emergency and national security" 

infrastructure projects across the U.S. worth approximately $137 billion. 

 

"Federal officials can ask tough questions, demand hard answers and make difficult 

decisions without having to spend years doing so." 

Brian Turmail, Senior executive director of public affairs for the Associated General 

Contractors of America 

 

With all signs pointing to urgency, projects on the list must have either national security 

or emergency public safety implications, have 30% of its design-engineering complete 

and be "shovel ready," be a direct-job generator, and have the potential to increase U.S. 

manufacturing. 

Where P3s come into play 

House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-WI, on behalf of the administration, spoke to Trump's 

infrastructure plan in an interview with Charlie Rose and said public-private partnerships 

(P3s) would play a major role, despite pushback against that approach from Senate 

Minority Leader Charles Schumer, D-NY. Schumer favors a program of federal spending 

http://www.constructiondive.com/news/buy-america-requirements-a-boon-for-the-us-economy-or-a-bust-for-construct/423806/
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/buy-america-requirements-a-boon-for-the-us-economy-or-a-bust-for-construct/423806/
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/trump-administration-targeting-50-us-infrastructure-projects-worth-over-13/434817/
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/trump-administration-targeting-50-us-infrastructure-projects-worth-over-13/434817/
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/paul-ryan-emphasizes-private-spending-component-of-trumps-infrastructure-p/434412/
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/paul-ryan-emphasizes-private-spending-component-of-trumps-infrastructure-p/434412/
http://www.constructiondive.com/news/schumer-congress-could-pass-1-trillion-infrastructure-plan-in-trumps-fir/431425/


and said the private investors integral to Trump's plan would ignore projects that can't 

generate profits.  

However, that's not necessarily the case, according to attorney Lee Weintraub, chair of 

the public private partnership practice at Becker & Poliakoff in Florida. "You can still do 

availability payments," he said. "The public would appropriate the money but not 

upfront." 

In this scenario, the private component of the P3 would pay to design and construct the 

project and then get paid back over an extended period of time, even as many as 50 years. 

In addition, in order to get the full payout, there are usually stipulations attached, such as 

ensuring the building's energy performance or maintaining it up to a certain standard. 

Trump has also come up with a new source of funding these projects, Weintraub said, 

and that's the proposed 82% tax credit. 

Bundling of projects is a possibility as well, Weintraub added. Some contractors, able to 

successfully navigate the geographical challenges of working across state lines, could 

take on several of the smaller projects as a package deal to boost their revenue.  

As for the wall, Weintraub said he wasn't sure that project would work as a P3. In 

general, though, Weintraub said he's glad P3s are part of the discussion. Each project is 

different, so each one has to be evaluated individually to determine if the P3 structure is 

the right way to go, he noted. Political climate, jurisdiction and the financing model all 

factor into a decision. 

Brubeck isn’t getting his hopes up, however, for P3s directly with the federal 

government. "Unfortunately," he said, "the federal government has a weak deal flow that 

limits P3s on government buildings." 

He said the ABC has not seen Trump’s infrastructure proposal but would expect any P3s 

to be between the private sector and state and local government, with a possible federal 

financing feature. "P3s are one of many tools in the project delivery toolbox that can 

provide value to taxpayers and owners under certain conditions," Brubeck said. 
Article found on Construction Dive by Kim  Slowey 

 

NCDOL Urges Businesses to Apply for 
Safety Awards 
By Jason Tyson , Public Information Offi cer 

The start of 2017 at the N.C. Department of Labor means it is time for businesses to submit applications for 

a workplace safety award. Safety awards are 

given to companies that have above-average worker safety and health programs. In 2016, the department 

presented 3,375 safety awards. 

“A safety award shows employees and the community that you are committed to a safe work environment,” 

Labor Commissioner Cherie Berry said. “A 

good safety record is something to be proud of, and businesses deserve to be recognized for their efforts.” 

Businesses must meet two qualifi cations to receive a safety award. The fi rst qualifi cation is the business 

must be free of fatalities at the site for which 

they are applying. The second qualifi cation is the business site’s injury and illness rate must be at least 50 

percent below that of their industry’s average rate. 

The 30 safety award banquets that take place across the state are co-sponsored by the N.C. Department of 

Labor and local chambers of commerce and 

other organizations. The safety award banquets are meant to honor those businesses in their communities 

for the safety award they have earned. 

For more information on the Safety Awards Program or to download an application, go to the NCDOL 

website, www.nclabor.com/osha/etta/safety_ 

programs/safety_award.htm. The deadline for submissions this year is Feb. 17. 

http://www.becker-poliakoff.com/


 

WE NEED YOU!!!!!! 

 

 

 
PCEA BOARD OF DIRECTORS: OPEN OFFICES 

The Catawba Valley Chapter of PCEA currently has openings on the Board of Directors for 
the offices of Secretary and the President-Elect. The Board of Directors meet monthly during 
lunch on the last Wednesday of each month at 12:00 pm at the Olde Tavern on Hwy 127 in 
Viewmont. For details of the officer positions and duties, please CLICK HERE for a 
downloadable PDF file. Please consider if you are able to serve in either of the open officer 
positions and EMAIL PCEA if you are interested. 

 

REMINDERS: 

 

The 2017 PCEA National Convention will be held in Myrtle Beach, 

SC, look for the Call to Convention in the next few months. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pcea-catawbavalley.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=QBSVca4eF1ziW20iDU7LyxhcthYE9lUuKNOxERPnuS1IkKv%2blzHTtQJ170La10H6znhfAKDz4Q1gCzrgB916HV3P9VCQVjNSaKU2KQ6WnVo%3d
mailto:info@pcea-catawbavalley.org


 

 
 

Board of Directors Meeting Dates 
(Please Save these Dates) 

 

 

 

 

 

F e b r u a r y  2 2 n d  

M a r c h  2 9 t h   

A p r i l  2 6 t h   

M a y  3 1 s t   

J u n e  2 8 t h        

PCEA - Catawba Valley Chapter 
PO Box 547 
Hickory, NC  28603 

 
 


